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Dyspepsia: Its Varieties and Treatment. By W. Soi.tac; 
Fenwick, M.D., Doctor of Medicine of the University of Strass- 
t«irg: Late Physician to the Evelina Hospital for Sick Children, 
etc. I’p. dS5; 10 illustrations. Philadelphia and London: \Y. 
B. Saunders Company, 1910. 

This work is a compilation to a less degree than almost any other 
work on gastro-intestinal conditions, hot rather presents the re¬ 
sults of the author's investigations and clinical experience. One 
commendable feature is the definite statement of the frequency 
of various symptoms as determined hy careful statistical studies 
of large series of eases. It is to he noted with appreciation that 
Dr. Fenwick harbors no illusions regarding the accuracy of these 
statistics. Indeed, in several places he calls attention to the fact 
that some of the statistics, if gathered in another way, as, for 
example, in private instead of hospital practice, actually do or 
probably would show very different results. lint at least such 
statistics provide a starting point that is definite and can only be 
modified or corrected by further and more careful studies of a 
similar nature. Once they are published they do away for ail 
time with beliefs, impressions, or opinions. Dr. Calmt has recently 
laid particular emphasis upon this {mint. 

The book itself is a monograph rather than a text-book. The 
subject is thoroughly covered, and the reviewer must confess to a 
slight feeling of surprise when he found included a long section 
on the chronic gastro-entcritis of infancy. There is, however, no 
reason, either anatomical, physiological, or pathological, why dis¬ 
eases of the gastro-intcstinal tract of infants should he separated 
from those of adults. On the other hand, the dyspepsias due to 
ulcer and cancer of the stomach are not discussed,'for the excellent 
reason that the author has considered them elsewhere. 

Indigestion is classified into gastric, of which eight types are 
recognized, and intestinal. This is followed by a tabulation of 1000 
cases, and a brief classification of symptoms which constitutes, in 
a way, a key to diagnosis. 

One of the most interesting chapters is that entitled myasthenia 
gastrica. Dr. Fenwick believes implicitly in the existence of a 
motor insufficiency and retention without obstruction. There are 
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the same reason that one drops an egg into a pot of eolfee, and 
because of Mark Twain’s discovery that the difference between the 
right word and almost the right word is the difference between 
lightning and the lightning-bug.” 

Dr. Morris is nothing if not an extremist, but while lie may 
make us laugh and carry us along with him in some absurd argu¬ 
ment to tlie end of an article, it is rarely difficult, on sober second 
thought, to detect the fallacy in his reasoning. The usual fallacy 
is that of the “heap of stones.” One is asked if 100 stones make a 
a heap of stones, and he replies yes; but if we remove 1, will 09 
stones still be a heap? \es, to be sure. And so we go on down the 
scale, until finally, when the question is asked if 3 stones lying 
together make a heap, the victim rebels, and says, No, they don't! 
To this we reply: But you acknowledged that 23 stones, 22 stones, 
even IS, 17,10, and 10 stones made a heap; that 9, S, 7, 0, 5, and 4 
stones still made a heap; but when 3 stones alone are left, you say 
it is no longer a heap—how is that? Of course, as we abstract stone 
by stone from the heap it must some time cease to be a heap; and 
Dr. Morris’s one failing seems to be an inability to see as soon as 
others that his “heap” of stones is degenerating into “one or two 
stones.” 

In the “Hand of Iron in the Glove of Rubber,” “Gall Spider 
Cases, and Back to an Old Idea” this tendency is preeminently 
manifest. But all the*papers are interesting, instructive, and well 
worth the little time it takes to read them, and the longer time 
required to think them over after they have been read. 

A. 1>. C. A. 


IxxEiiE Sekhetiox. Hire Piivsiologisciiex Gruxdlagex uxn 
hire Bedeutuxg fOr die Pathologic. By Prof. Dr. Artur 
131 KOI— -Mit einem Vorwort von IioFitAT Prof. Dr. R. I’ai.tauf. 
Pp. 538. Berlin and Vienna: Urban and Schwarzcnberg, 1910. 

This book, essentially a monographic enlargement of a previously 
published compendium by the author, presents the collected 
material in the usual thoroughgoing fashion of the German writers. 
The work has the distinction, however, of being in the hands of an 
able investigator, a man of wide experience, a master not only of 
the literature, but also in command of a splendid first-hand knowl¬ 
edge^ of the objective side of his subject. The introductory pages 
by I altauf fail, however, to give the reader the proper impression 
of the character of the work, and arc in no sense so noteworthv as 
might be expected from a man of his literary and scientific attain¬ 
ment. 

The book itself is divided into two parts. The first part takes 
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